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murdered three Commanders of the Faithful* As often as these
Turks were influenced by fear, rage, or avarice, their sove-
reigns were dragged by the feet, exposed naked to the scorch-
ing sun, beaten with iron clubs, and compelled to purchase, by
the abdication of their dignity, a short reprieve. At length,
however, the fury of the tempest was spent or diverted; the
Abbassides returned to Bagdad; the insolence of the Turks
was curbed with a firmer hand, and their numbers were reduced
by foreign warfare.

Another fruitful and permanent cause of the decline of
the Khalifat was the discontent of the followers of Ali, who
had endangered the established authority of the house of
Abbas. Almanzur had, as I have observed, attempted to set up
Ali Kiddha as his successor. Motawakil's hatred of Ali was
the cause of his fall, his son being disgusted at his suffering a
buffoon, by an exaggerated representation of the corpulence and
baldness of that venerated Khalif, to make him ridiculous. The
various sects that grew up were more or .less connected with this
family; as, the Ismaelites, to a division of whom, the Assassins,
who settled in Syria, we owe the introduction into Europe of the
term ce assassination," from their habit of secretly dispatching
those their chief, called by the Crusaders the Old Man of the
Mountain, chose to doom to destruction; and the Druses, who
worship Hakim, the mad Khalif of Egypt. The earliest
and most celebrated of these are the Karmathians, called
after an Arabian enthusiast, who professed to have been
favoured with a new revelation, and assumed,, among many
extraordinary titles, both that of the Word and of the Para-
clete. He spiritualized the precepts of the Koran, allow-
ing the use of wine and forbidden food, and appointed twelve
apostles, in imitation of our Saviour, whose mission he acknow-
ledged. After his liberation from, a prison by the sympathy
of his jailer's wife, he disappeared from history; but his sect
Continued to spread till it became alarming to the Khalifs. Far
and wide the tribes of the desert acknowledged the sceptre of
his successors, and he could muster in the field above 10,000
enthusiasts. The mercenaries of the Khalif were dismayed at